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In truth

Until 11 pm August 30 the series of poems Anyein had not
found its way. Well past 11 pm, I happened to read the poem
Next Year's Tansaungmon again. I didn't like the poem. But
the title somehow caught my fancy and I was unexpectedly
led to jotting down the Anyein series.

One after another came out the pieces joyously and as it
lapsed to 2 am of August 31, 17 poems had materialized. I
called it a day and went to bed. At 6 am I wrote again and
another 9 came into being. Now, 26 poems were really there.
It was a fact.

I've got them to make a gift of them to everybody on my
60th birthday - on 17 October 2008.

Thukhamein Hlaing
31 August 2008
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the 'come back's

there's anyein, there's anyein

Myotaw Pawsan's back

Dhatsi and Dhatsan are back

Liberty Mya Yin's back

the great orchestra leader Sein Beda's back
Nanshei Saya Tin's back

let me have some fun
let me have some pride
let me have a laugh
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there's

there's anyein

there's the fair with its stalls

there's the glutinous rice bamboo tubes

there's the crisp pan cakes

there's the ferris wheel

there's the tattooist's noise

there's the abbot of the village head monastery
there's the headman

there's the ten-household head

there's the belle of the village Mi Aye
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3 where there's

there's the anyein

this sound calls me back to

where there's youth

where there's muscles of laughs
where there's inexhaustible strength
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The 3 mays

there's anyein

amid the noise of the orchestra and the drums
may all enjoy health

there's anyein

beautiful as the young dancer is

may all be happy

there's anyein

as the clowns are very funny

may all hae some fun
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there's anyein

there's anyein

loud cries from the loudspeaker
there's anyein

cries from the top of the rain tree
there's anyein

there's anyein

loud, loud cries

there's anyein
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advances

there's anyein

the young dancer's boyfriend I think I am
there's anyein

if the joke falls flat a slap with the newspaper
there's anyein

'cause the moon shines bright

I love you that's right
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that's new

there's anyein, there's anyein
who's the dancer?

who's the clowns?

who's the leader of the orchestra?
who's the song-composer?

never heard of them

new ones

ah! it's new now!

I'll watch tonight—it's a must
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next year's Tansaungmon

there's anyein

the dancer good, the clowns good

as you hear the orchestra begin its prelude
next year's Tansaungmon

will you wait for it?

shall I wait?

will your uncle wait?
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anyein of the day

there's anyein
the dancer's Engelina Jolie
the two old clowns are

George W Bush and ben Laden

no fun at all
I fell asleep quite early
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all be ready

there's anyein

ready with the oxen and the cart
there's anyein

ready with the mat and the sheets
there's anyein

ready with the betel box and the pickled tea
there's anyein

ready with green tea and snacks
see younger aunts not left

see younger uncle's not left

see Mi Aye's not left

there's anyein

ready your hearts
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the girl's boyfriend

there's anyein

the girl's boyfriend I know

he's in a red coat—the pillar box
the girl's boyfriend I know

he's quite tall— the lamp-post
the girl's boyfriend I know

he'go whiskers— fried catfish
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your big brother

there's anyein

Mi Aye, how beautiful you look with patches of
thanakha on your cheeks

the fair and the stalls are too crowded

the fair grounds are too full of people

night I hear lost persons on the public address system
I fear you'll get lost

your big brother will be bitten by the tiger
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4 lines about anyein

there's anyein

I love the young dancer

the old clowns I'm grateful to

but the Brahmins (in the playlet) I hate
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unfortunate in love

there's anyein

the young dancer says

what does she say?

she'll return my love on the 1st new moon of the world
ha!

to death with you

there's nothing like 1st new moon of the world
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the days superman doesn't fly

there's anyein

'no lies no good verse'
but I don't lie

I'll fly like the Superman
I'll fell the bad guys

the lost funny things
it's just that I intend to look for them
this is more important than the Superman
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myoma and ama sein anyein

there's anyein

there's Ama Sein's anyein

on TV

Myotaw U Paw San and U Tek Toe crack jokes
Do you know some chicken song?

I do

Then sing

the guy that came yesterday

the guy that comes today

not the same guy, dear
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all the best

there's anyein

I'll do my hair into the best crest

there's anyein

I'll put on my best shirt

there's anyein

I'll strut into the crowd in my best sarong
there's anyein

I'll go the best
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depressing things

there's anyein

you don't tell you're depressed

there's anyein

I won't tell I'm depressed

there's anyein

you tell me the jokes you hear

there' anyein

I'll tell you the jokes I've heard

there's anyein

promise: we don't say how we're depressed
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advances 2

there's anyein

the old clown days

hey young lady, toilet, Latin for youth

isn't loo another word for toilet? yes it's loo
isn't Latin for youth juv or yuv? yes it's yuv
loo yuv - luv you

I love you
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will you watch anyein

there's anyein

is the young dancer pretty?
there's anyein

are the old clowns funny?
there's anyein

is the orchestra good?

there's anyein

are you going to watch anyein or
are you going to be the judge?
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just a few

there's anyein

I write a poem like this

I don't aim at much

just a few things to have fun

just a few things to arouse feelings of nostalgia

only then
will one side be able to help the other side
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those three

there's anyein

so the whole village may have some fun
those three of Myoma Nyein's

may the Buddha help
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no return anyein

there's anyein

the old clown says

when my old uncle died

he didn't come back

I thought he'd return some day

alas, some day, some day
father, mother

the loved ones

I thought they'd return some day
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cruelty

there's anyein

you'll never forget the young dancer
never forget the jokes

never forget the new songs

under the multi-colour lights

glittering, dazzling
you'll never forget this cruelty
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denousement

there's anyein

it's daybreak now in its totality
the anyein's finished

all the fun's left behind
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the void

there's anyein

anyein is life

life is a reflection of a shadow

with art it becomes something charming

decorated with funny things

the show's ended and we go home when
quite empty

there's open space left behind
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Here this anyein
actually ends.

C/‘O



< N < N

GG%)OO)(TSO@:(I)O{IGGT)(D&R?@ 618 *

C Q N ’] o <
©C:200:6Q0: G(Q:G?GGDOC mo C\)(?Gg

BoBrap: 3Rac53E0f opeSdlcdiops

Rl§codmadm gold

*&) G‘P@LG@(—S:Gﬁ 022023

0 cc
032000

632005 C0C:00058505:603 [0 oG
anyone who falls into the circle of love

close the anyein book.

inside the 26 poems will be sleeping.

when you open the book

you'll hear the orchestra, the drums

the young dancer will dance curving herself
the big clowns will help make you laugh
that's all on my part

Thukhamein Hlaing
translated by Maung Tha Noe

PS
The storm lanterns have come back.
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